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New Home
It was Bryson’s favorite time of year, just before 
Christmas, when his mom and dad loaded his 
family into the car and backed out of the 
driveway.  Bryson was told a surprise was in store 
for him and boy did Bryson love surprises!  A few 
minutes later, the car stopped.  The family 
unloaded from the car to view an empty lot.  

“What in the world?” Bryson said.  

His parents replied, 

“Look here, Bryson…
-  it's the site of our new home.”



HUH?
Quite disappointed the surprise was 
not a tasty treat or a new toy, Bryson 
quickly became very confused.  

“But we have a home?” Bryson said.  

“You’re right we do, 
however, this new home 
will be for our growing 
family”, his parents 
explained.



Bryson, who was 4 at the time, asked,  
“Will I get my very own room?”  

“Absolutely!” his parents replied.  “As 
will your younger sister and 
brother.”

Bryson's blank stare turned into a huge smile.  
“That makes me so happy.”  

“We are extremely fortunate to be 
able to build our new home and we 
are so happy to be able to share it 
with you”, said his parents.



As the winter 
turned to spring, 
Bryson and his 
family drove to 
the homesite for 
weekly 
check-ins.  



First, the site was excavated, the 
foundation was poured, framing took 
place and before Bryson knew it, home 
construction was nearly complete!  It 
was almost time for the big move! 



Time to pack!
“It’s time to begin preparing for 
the big move, Bryson.  We need 
to pack all your things.” 

This means we need to put all 
your toys, books and clothes 
into boxes in order to safely 
transport them to our new home!  

Wow, was this an overwhelming 
thought for Bryson.  

“How are we to get ALL my things into boxes?” 



Letting Go
“Well maybe not all your things.  
This is also a great time to let go of 
some items”, his parents explained.  

“Let go?” Bryson got scared.  
“Don’t worry, Bryson, you have nothing to 
worry about.  Letting go is a healthy habit of 
donating gently used items you no longer 
need for other kids to enjoy!  We won’t get 
rid of any of your favorite items!”  

Bryson was still nervous about the process.  What if he 
had to make a difficult choice?



Shelf by shelf, and drawer by drawer, Bryson went through his 
personal items and asked questions like, 

Do I 
VALUE 
this? 

Do I 
USE 
this? 

Do I 
LOVE 
this? 

 He was making steady progress, placing his favorite items in a specially 
marked box, when he encountered his prized monster truck.  



 “This was my favorite truck, Daddy.  I remember when we got it at the monster truck show.  
And the numerous times I broke it on the playground, and every time you fixed it for me!”  

“What great memories'', Bryson's daddy replied.  “However, 
son, you haven’t played with the truck recently and you 

have other toys now.”  

Bryson was stuck.  

He didn’t know what to do.  Finally, Bryson hoped it would bring joy to another kid just 
as much as it did to him and decided to let it go!



Moving Day!
The big day arrived - moving 
day! Bryson was so excited when 
a big truck pulled up out 
front. People were there to 
help them move their 
belongings. They were called 
‘movers’.  



The movers greeted him with a smile 
and a high five.  Bryson watched as the 

movers went through the house 
clearing it out room by room.  

“Wow! These people are so strong.”, 
Bryson said.  

Before long, the house was 
empty and Bryson’s excitement 

turned to tears.  

“What’s the matter?” 
his parents asked.



“I’m sad, I don’t want to leave.”  

“We’re sad too, Bryson, we have a lot of 
wonderful memories in this home.  

After all, this is where you, your sister 
and your brother were born; and this 

was Frankie’s first home too!”  



Speaking of Frankie, the family dog, 

“Where is he?” Bryson asked.  

“He’s been waiting in the 
backyard; let’s load him 
up and head to the new 

house, shall we?”



The family held a moment of gratitude for 
the house they called home for so many 
years before leaving one last time. 



A few minutes later they arrived at their new 
home just in time to meet the movers.  The 
truck was quickly unloaded and all the 
belongings were placed neatly inside the new 
family home.  

Bryson’s smile returned as his furniture 
made its way to his own, new room!  



Unpacking
He quickly unpacked the specially 
marked box revealing his favorite 
book, cars, hat, ball and stuffy.  

“What a roller coaster 
of emotions today was,” 
his parents stated.  

“What do you mean?” Bryson asked.

“Well, think about all the 
feelings you experienced 
throughout our move.”  



WHAT FEELINGS?
GRATITUDE

HAPPY

sad

empathy SCARED

awe

CONFUSION

fatigue



THE END!


